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With the advent of television and daytime talk shows, several media moguls have risen to 

become household names and inspirations. Yang Lan is one such example; Ellen DeGeneres is 

another. One of the best-known media moguls in America is Oprah Winfrey, one of the only 

women and the only black woman to have become a multi-millionaire through her own efforts. 

Her story is very well known one: born as an illegitimate child, she overcame poverty, abuse, 

neglect and discrimination to become one of the world’s most famous interviewers and TV hosts. 

And now, two-and-a-half decades later of hosting and being on TV, she strives to empower other 

women in their business endeavors.  

Her rise to success and fame is largely thanks to the efforts of her grandmother and 

father. When her parents drifted apart, Winfrey was left in the care of her grandmother, who was 

described as “harsh but loving disciplinarian” that fostered her outgoing personality and orator 

skills. At the age of 6, Winfrey went back to living with her mother, but the lack of guidance 

from her mother and the sexual abuse she suffered from male friends and family members 

caused her to start acting out. Unable to work with her daughter, who didn’t feel like she could 

talk about what she was enduring, Winfrey’s mother sent her to live with her father. This proved 

to be the best thing for her, as Winfrey’s father changed the course of her life for the better. 

While living with him, she became an honors student and reclaimed her orator skills from when 

she was a child. Her skill with public speaking earned her a scholarship to Tennessee State 

University where she majored in drama and speech. 

Since her debut as a co-anchor of WTVF-TV, Winfrey has become a worldwide 

sensation, impacting media businesses, talk shows, and even what it means to be a celebrity. 

There’s even a social phenomenon effect named after her: the Oprah Winfrey effect, which 

describes the power of a celebrity endorsement for the general public about a certain object, 

person or phenomenon. And while the Oprah Winfrey show came off air in 2011 after 25 years 

of running, she continues to work and manage TV shows through her business HARPO, which is 

Oprah spelled backwards. The company was founded in 1986 with the premiere debut of the 

Oprah Winfrey Show, which broadcasted to around 82 million homes in the US. HARPO isn’t 

strictly limited to television; there is also HARPO Films and HARPO Productions, which 

produces the Dr. Phil and Rachel Ray shows. Winfrey also co-founds and manages the Oprah 

Winfrey Network (OWN) and has dedicated most of her time after the ending of the Oprah 

Winfrey show to the business. 

Like her Chinese counterpart Yang Lan, Winfrey has interviewed many famous or 

influential people on her Oprah Winfrey show. Individuals such as Beyoncé, Celine Dion, Will 

Smith and Tyra Banks have appeared on her show to talk and discuss life, emotions, and 

problems that they face. What set Winfrey set apart from other talk-show anchors is the 

emotional depth she had on her show, and the heart-to-heart manner she had with her guests. But 



while her emotional engagement with her guests made the Oprah Winfrey show popular, it 

wasn’t always a good thing for her. In college at Tennessee University, while still a sophomore, 

Winfrey was offered a job as a co-anchor of WTVF-TV, making her both the first female and the 

first black female co-anchor of WTVF-TV. However, Winfrey found it difficult to work with 

reporting news as she couldn’t distance herself emotionally from what she was reporting on the 

air. Thankfully, Phil Donahue, the talk show host of “People Are Talking”, noticed Winfrey’s 

empathetic qualities and added her as co-host to “People Are Talking” in 1977. 

Winfrey doesn’t work in just TV; she manages magazines, movies, and philanthropic 

organizations. She owns and manages O, the Oprah Winfrey magazine, and produced and 

worked as an actress in movies, like The Color Purple. She also strives to empower African-

Americans and is the largest donor to the Smithsonian National Museum of African American 

History and Culture. She also founded and created the Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy 

Foundation, which strives to empower women in leadership and business roles around the world.  
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