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SOHO is a name best known for being associated with New York and high art galleries, 

but SOHO isn’t only in New York. China has its own SOHO, although China SOHO is less of a 

place or city and more of a business run by entrepreneur Zhang Xin, which specializes in real 

estate in the Shanghai and Beijing areas. The former economics teacher turned business woman 

works with her husband to develop the downtown areas of China’s biggest cities and turn them 

into architectural landmarks and wonders. 

SOHO China had its work cut out when Xin first started out with her business. 

Downtown Beijing had fallen into disrepair under the Red Revolution in the 1950’s, when Xin 

was growing up. The government was less interested in maintaining the cities than they were in 

other affairs, and Xin states that she remembers the Beijing of her childhood as being drab and 

gray. She spent most of her childhood working in factories in grueling conditions, trying to earn 

enough money to leave the cities and gain her education somewhere else. Despite the difficulties 

Xin and others faced in Maoist China, she does credit Mao’s policies for giving her the chance 

she needed to gain an education and become a business woman. Before he instated the People’s 

Republic of China, women didn’t have as much of a chance to gain an education and work 

outside of the home. As a young adult, she traveled to Britain to gain a Bachelor’s degree in 

Economics from Sussex University and a later a Master’s degree in Development Economics 

from Cambridge University. After returning to China, she began teaching economics. 

Beijing and Shanghai finally got their architectural changes in 1995 when Xin and her 

husband Pan Shiyi created SOHO China. While spending time in England for her education, Xin 

was inspired by the architecture and landscape of the area and took her ideas back with her when 

she went home. Since the creation of the company, it’s now worth $69 billion USD and the 

downtown business centers of Beijing and Shanghai have been changed into iconic landmarks 

across the world. The company has completed projects in the two cities such as SOHO New 

Town, Jianwai SOHO, and Shangdu SOHO. And Xin continues to remain a creative force and 

developer for China, influencing and affecting her 9 million followers on China’s version of 

Twitter. She also launched the SOHO China Scholarships, which supports financial aid for 

Chinese students at leading international universities.  
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