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Harry Potter, the Boy Who Lived. He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named. Most people know 

what this is referencing, even if they’ve never read the books or seen the movies (although the 

chances of finding someone who falls into both categories are slim in this day and age). After all, 

the Harry Potter series became one of the greatest worldwide cultural phenomenons of the early 

2000’s, with nearly 450 million copies sold worldwide as 2013 and in over 200 countries. Few 

books have the distinction of selling that many books in the history of the world, and no other 

author besides J.K. Rowling can claim the honor of becoming a billionaire through their writing. 

Although Rowling has since lost her billionaire status because of donating so much to charity. 

Rowling’s self-made fortune is amassed through the collective wealth brought in by her 

eight main Harry Potter books (counting the Cursed Child), eight movies based on the first seven 

books, five prequels to the original eight movies and books, and numerous other small sequel 

books such as Beetle the Bard or Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. And, along with her 

books and movies, Rowling owns a highly successful website, Pottermore, and an amusement 

park dedicated to the Harry Potter series in Florida. EW estimates that the entire Harry Potter 

franchise (including both the books and movies) is worth around $25 billion USD, which is a 

staggering amount for any franchise, much less a book franchise. 

Along with being highly successful financially, Rowling’s books have impacted an entire 

generation of young minds and readers socially. The target age audience for the first book, either 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone or Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone depending on 

what country you’re in, was quite young. They were young and impressionable, and Rowling’s 

stories about friendship, bravery, and magic captivated them. As each book came out, more and 

more people began to fall in love with the story of the Boy Who Lived and his struggle in the 

age-old fight between good and evil. Rowling’s personal experiences with deep subjects like 

depression made their way into the books, and provided many readers with the understanding 

they needed to cope with their own personal problems. And, according to Desert News, it 

appears that Rowling’s books are quickly on their way to becoming classics as terms like 

‘Muggle’ and ‘Qudditch’ become more common in everyday conversation and a new generation 

of fans is becoming interested in Rowling’s work. 

Thought she enjoys the benefits now of a multi-billion-dollar franchise, Rowling didn’t 

always have it easy. While still a young adult, she married, had a child with, and divorced her 

first husband, Jorge Arantes, and was left to live in a flat with the bare furnishings and on 

government welfare. Multiple times, the author stated that this was the darkest period of her life, 

but it was also the time where the idea of Harry Potter was born. While waiting on a train that 

was delayed, the image of a boy with dark hair, bright green eyes and a lightning-shaped scar 

appeared in her mind and he never left after that. Rowling recalled that she was able to write the 

manuscripts for the first four books while taking her daughter out on walks so she could nap. 



Once Jessica had fallen asleep, she would write in cafes until Jessica woke up again. And after 

thirteen rejection letters for Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, the manuscript was finally 

accepted and went on to become one of the best-selling books in the entire world. 

After her break from writing Harry Potter, the queen of magic is back to writing for the 

magical universe again. A sequel was recently released this last semester to the series called 

‘Harry Potter and the Cursed Child’ and features the adventures of Harry’s son. The newest 

Harry Potter movie, a prequel to the original series named ‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 

Them’, hit the theaters late last year and was a box office hit. And she recently released new 

information on her Pottermore site regarding four more movies to be released in the next few 

years, and new information about other wizarding schools in the Harry Potter world. It seems 

that, for now, Harry Potter will continue to influence new generations of readers and children, 

just like those before them.  
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