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The wrap dress that is common in many women’s wardrobes came to be in 1972 thanks 

to the work of a Belgian woman named Diane Von Furstenberg. Born in 1946 to Holocaust 

survivors as Diane Simone Michelle Halfin, Furstenberg first got her start with her fashion 

business when she met and married Prince Egon zu Fürstenberg, the eldest son of Prince Tassilo 

zu Fürstenberg and Clara Agnelli. Ultimately, the relationship didn’t last and the couple 

amicably divorced in 1972 after having two children. Furstenberg make the decision to keep her 

married last name, and with the settlement she had from the divorce, went on to make her DvF 

fashion line. She left Europe and headed to America to start her new business and follow her 

dreams. 

DvF became iconic in 1972, the same year Furstenberg divorced her husband, when she 

noticed Julie Nixon Eisenhower on television wearing one of DvF’s wrap tops with a skirt. 

Inspired by the look, she combined both garments into one, and tapped into what Furstenberg 

called the Zetgeist. “It was sexy but effortless. Easy but functional.” She told Inc in an article 

about her business. “It was empowering just as women began to feel empowered.” The combined 

garment, the wrap dress, took off and became a fashion icon of the decade. Over 5 million 

dresses have been sold since its creation, and women of all types, backgrounds and sizes wore 

the wrap dress during the 70’s. It became a symbol of female liberation during the era where 

women’s rights were being heavily advocated for. 

When sales for the company began falling in the late 90’s, Furstenberg decided to revamp 

DvF and the wrap dress to cater to a new generation of women. The revamp almost didn’t work 

for DvF, but her hard work and passion paid off, and women began wearing the wrap dress again 

as a ‘vintage’ style. Furstenberg credits her mother for teaching her how to work hard and to 

pursue her dreams. Her Greek-born Jewish mother survived the Holocaust camps, and when she 

was liberated at the end of the war, she weighed a shocking 49 pounds. Despite this, Furstenberg 

was born only 18 months later. Her persistence and ability to continue despite the severe 

difficulties she faced has inspired Furstenberg through the difficult periods of her life. 

Since the redesign of DvF, Furstenberg has gone on to found the Diller-Von Furstenberg 

Family Foundation with her husband Barry Diller. The foundation works to provide 

philanthropic support to non-profit companies, and in 2010, Furstenberg joined the Giving 

Pledge to give away half of her $1.2 billion USD fortune to help solve the world’s most serious 

problems. Furstenberg has also begun the DvF awards that same year, which helps women with 

leadership and business skills impact the world and pursue their dreams.  
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