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Zhang Xin isn’t the only woman entrepreneur working to develop and revolutionize 

China with property development. Wu Yajun has also made an impact on China’s property 

market with her company, Longfor Properties, which specializes in property investment, 

development and management of properties. The company creates anything from high rise 

buildings to villas and residential buildings. Longfor’s property is found in 29 cities all over 

China and has over 33 million square meters in property. 

More is known about Longfor Properties and their work than is known about Wu herself. 

Like other entrepreneurs I’ve discussed, she prefers to keep out of the limelight and instead 

focuses her time on developing the company. What is known about her is that she was born to a 

lower-to-middle-class family in Chongqing, a municipality in southwest China. After graduating 

from Northwestern Polytehcnical University in 1984 with a degree in Engineering, she married 

Cai Kui, who she would go on to co-found Longfor Properties with. Sadly, the marriage did not 

last and the couple separated 2012. Managing the company has made Wu one of the richest 

women in China, with a fortune of over $10 billion in USD. She once held the title of the richest 

women in China, but lost that title after her divorce. Kui retains a $3.5 billion USD fortune from 

working with Longfor. 

Longfor Properties was founded in 1993 in Beijing, where it is still headquartered today. 

While not much is known about what inspired Wu to created Longfor Properties, an insider in 

the company described an experience that may have influenced Wu. They stated that Wu took a 

trip to Shenzhen to gain experience and knowledge from Vanke, the country’s largest real estate 

company. While there, she was given advice to make the company as transparent as possible for 

her customers. When Wu returned home, she hired a company to manage the company’s audits 

and help create transparency in the company. 

Since its creation, Longfor has properties in Yangtze River Delta, Western China, the Pan 

Bohai Rim, South China and Central China and has sold over 200,000 units of villas, 

townhouses, high-rise apartments, apartments, offices and shops. They have also developed 

Chianti, Splendor, and Rose & Gingko, which are considered classic brands in China. Longfor 

also boasts as being one of the first developers of shopping malls in China and continues to 

develop different kinds of shopping malls all over China.  
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