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The casual, comfy, bohemian fashion that seems to be so popular the last few years 

hasn’t always been around in your favorite clothing stores. Shocking, right? But a lot of that look 

is thanks to the work of Tory Burch, a name you may have heard of in high-end clothing stores 

like Neiman Marcus or Bloomington. She’s a big-name brand in the world of clothing at the 

moment, with her clothing featuring in over 3,000 stores worldwide. 

Burch got started with TRB by Tory Burch in 2004, but her story as a fashion icon started 

long before that. According to her biography on the Tory Burch website, Burch states that her 

parents, who are worldwide travelers ever since she was a small child, have been the biggest 

influence on her work and her brand style. Their very relaxed style of clothing in the 50’s and 

60’s inspired Burch’s imagination from a young age, and she began designing clothing inspired 

by photos of them. 

Her fashionista tendencies were further cultivated when she went to school in New York 

to get her bachelor’s in Art History. While studying and working in New York, she worked for 

the big-name designers of Ralph Lauren, Vera Wang and Narciso Rodriguez. Taking the 

knowledge she gained from working with these designers, Burch opened up TRB by Tory Burch 

in 2004. The brand name was later changed to simply ‘Tory Burch’ and it has only been growing 

since then to become a worldwide brand. 

Burch hasn’t stopped with her brand in impacting the world of business and fashion; 

along with the Tory Burch business, she created and manages the Tory Burch Foundation. The 

foundation works as a non-profit organization dedicated to helping other women entrepreneurs 

get started with their own businesses. On the Foundation’s website, Burch states, “As our 

company has grown, I’ve learned about the obstacles that women in business face, from 

balancing work and family (my greatest challenge) to securing financing. Many also lack the 

confidence, business networks and training they need to see their ideas through.” The foundation 

offers small business loans, financial connections and education courses for women 

entrepreneurs to open and manage their own businesses in the world.  

Burch revolutionized the fashion world with casual, easy-to-wear clothing that was still 

stylish. Women could now dress comfortably without sacrificing looks to do so, and still claim 

that it came from a high-end clothing store. What could have previously been thought of as a 

strange or insane fashion idea of casual but fashionable clothing paid off big for Burch. Burch 

now pays it forward for other women around the world as they start their businesses by giving 

them the help they need.  
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