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Weili Dai stands apart from other business women when it comes to her entrepreneurial 

enterprises. As of now, very few women do well in the science business and no other women 

work in the business of semiconductors. But that hasn’t stopped Dai from moving forward with 

her business, Marvell Technologies, which produces semiconductor products for world famous 

businesses. She also is an avid spokesperson for encouraging women in pursuing education and 

business the field of science and technology. Her company’s products are in some of the most 

famous and popular technological developments of the modern day. 

Dai’s story in technology begins with her parents back in Shanghai, where she was raised 

as a child. She credits them for influencing her and teaching her how to be an entrepreneur; they 

raised her to believe in herself and to make a difference in the world. They were also 

entrepreneurs themselves and served as an inspiration to her for her future career path in 

technology and business. Dai’s parents later moved with her to the States where she attended UC 

Berkley for her bachelor’s in computer science. While there, she met her husband and future co-

founder of Marvell Technology, Sehat Sutardja.  

Dai explained in an interview with The Asian Entrepreneur that the company’s name is a 

play off of the words “marvelous technology”. The semiconductor company was founded in 

1995 by the married couple and has since become the number one semiconductor in the business 

world. The company first entered the field of hard drive controllers, where their first client was a 

small company called Seagates. Dai revealed that she found them in the yellow pages and 

through 411 calls. Now, Marvell boasts a working crew of 7,500 employees and 18 R&D centers 

around the world. 

While still working with Seagate, Marvell has also expanded their clientele base to high-

name companies like Apple, BMW, Google, HP, Microsoft, Samsung, Toshiba, etc. And this 

clientele base is paying off big time for Marvell. Their products are currently in some of the most 

popular technology like Google Chromecast and Chromebook, Xbox, Playstation, HP printers, 

and Samsung Galaxy phones. Thanks to the work of Marvell and its technology, some of the best 

technology products in the market work properly and influence thousands of companies and 

millions of lives. Without them, many of your favorite technology products would not be what 

they are today.  

Unfortunately, the couple have since been let go of from the company they founded, but 

they still continue to influence the field of technology and science through their newest business 

endeavors and through educational endeavors. Dai has been given numerous awards and 

worldwide recognition for her work in furthering the technological relationship between the US 

and China, and has striven to improve trade relations between the two countries. She is also 

focused on bringing technology to developing areas through her philanthropic organizations and 

programs, and using that technology to further improve humanity and its overall condition. 



Because of her work to improve technological relations around the world, she has been given 

numerous awards and recognized as one of the most influential women in the field of science.  
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