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China is not a country known for its open communication, especially given the country’s 

current policies on media and censoring freedom of speech. What is allowed for media and 

communication is limited and censored by the government to keep control of the people. Yet that 

hasn’t stopped Yang Lan from rising to be a media mogul in China and worldwide, earning her 

the nickname “China’s Oprah”. Since her initial debut as a teenager on live TV, she has served 

as an influence people all over China and the world through her TV shows. 

Lan first made her appearance on the popular Chinese TV show “Zhengda Variety Show” 

where she was given a choice of what to talk about. Lan chose to discuss current political issues 

in China to a live audience, which set her apart from the other contestants. The risk of being 

different from the others paid off and she was brought to the eye of the nation. Since serving as a 

host for Zhengda, she has never left the media business. In 200, with her husband, Dr. Bruno 

Wu, Lan founded China Sun Media, a private media business that hosts her own personal 

daytime talk show, Yang Lan One on One. Yang Lan One on One is China’s longest show on the 

air.  The show is a chatfest much like the Oprah Winfrey Show and Lan has hosted numerous 

influential individuals, such as Bill Gates, Orlando Bloom, Keanu Reeves, Prince Charles, and 

George W. Bush.  

Lan also hosts another TV series through China Sun Media called Her Village. The show 

brings together women from the professional community to talk and empower other women 

throughout China. Thanks to Her Village, a multimedia community was developed to help 

professional women. During one of her TED talks, Lan mentioned that a very important feature 

of her talk shows is that she strives to avoid the sensationalism that pervades many American 

talk shows. She doesn’t seek out drama, but rather focuses on professionalism and the pressing 

issues of the rising generation in China.  

TV and media isn’t the only thing that Lan is known for. She works as an ambassador 

between China and other nations to improve cross-cultural communications. When the Olympics 

were based in Beijing in 2008, Yang Lan served as an ambassador for China. In 2010, she served 

as a Goodwill Ambassador at the Shanghai Expo and currently serves as the UNICEF 

Ambassador for China.  
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